
Born in Columbus, Ohio, she moved to the 
Philadelphia region in 1988 and has been a 
leader in the community ever since. From 
running a major political convention to con-
structing the Comcast Center, Karen’s career 
has resulted in signifi cant contributions to 
the region. “My career path has not just been 
about going up in one direction,” she says. 
“Every job has been a diff erent role where 
I’ve been able to learn new skills, and use 
those skills in the next job.”

She began her career as 
Special Assistant to United 
States Senator John Heinz in 
Washington, D.C. and then 
to Pennsylvania Treasur-
er Barbara Hafer during her 
1990 gubernatorial bid. She 
then went on to head up the 
development of the Pyramid Club atop the 
Mellon Bank Center, as the Club’s Member-
ship Director. � en, from 1993 to 1997, she 
served as Sales Executive for Comcast-Spec-
tacor to develop the Wells Fargo Center.  

What came next for Karen is one of her 
proudest accomplishments to date. In 1997, 
she was recruited by then-Mayor Ed Ren-
dell to lead the city’s eff ort to bring the 2000 
Republican National Convention to the city. 
It was the city’s fi rst national political con-

vention in 50 years. “It’s all about economic 
development and tourism,” she says. “Ren-
dell wanted to make sure that we were clear-
ly the center of the universe.” Karen rose to 
the challenge, and pulled off a successful 
convention that attracted 500,000 visitors, 
garnered national and international media 
attention, and resulted in immediate eco-
nomic benefi ts to the city exceeding $300 
million. She credits this success to the fact 

that it was a true regional 
eff ort. “� ere’s nothing more 
impactful than enthusias-
tic collaboration,” she says. 
“The convention’s personal 
touch was the lasting image 
on people’s minds when 
they left Philadelphia – how 
hospitable we were and what 

a great, friendly place we are.”
She subsequently began her near 

15-year tenure at Comcast, as their first 
head of Corporate Communications. “If you 
look at Comcast’s history, the company has 
grown exponentially, and it’s very entre-
preneurial in its feel,” she says. In 2003, she 
saw the opportunity to transition into a more 
administrative role, and she knew the job 
was a perfect match for her skills. “My real 
love and passion is spearheading big, major, 

“With success comes responsibility” are words to live by for Karen Dougherty Buchholz, 
Senior Vice President of Administration at Comcast Corporation. That responsibility, she 
says, is threefold: a responsibility in our jobs, in our community and to help others along 
the way. No stranger to success, she’s been able to master her obligation to all three.
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complicated projects.” Constructing Phila-
delphia’s now-tallest building fit the bill. 
“Philadelphia residents and visitors, and 
Comcast employees, can enjoy a permanent 
fi xture in Comcast’s history and on Phila-
delphia’s skyline…it’s beautiful,” she says. 
“I think it’s enhanced our skyline, and it’s 
really exciting to be able to do it again.” And 

that’s exactly what she’ll be doing through 
early 2018, when the new Comcast Innova-
tion and Technology Center is set to open its 
doors. � e new building will look quite dif-
ferent than its predecessor. “We wanted it 
to be representative of what was happening 
inside,” she says. “Engineers, software devel-
opers, coders…people are going to be laser-
focused on developing world-class technol-
ogy. We’re recruiting the best and brightest 
millennials, and it’s an honor to be a part of it.”

Karen’s professional achievements are 
extraordinary on their own, but her impact 
on the community extends far beyond her 
job. A long-time supporter of the United 
Way, another of her most prized achieve-
ments is co-chairing last year’s campaign, 
which raised $59 million. “� at means $59 
million went back into our own commu-
nity to help the people most in need, and 
that’s just incredibly satisfying, to know that 
I could have some role in that.” She and hus-
band Carl Buchholz, Managing Partner at 
DLA Piper’s Philadelphia offi  ce, began their 
involvement by chairing the Tocqueville 
Society, which attracts donors of more than 
$10,000 a year to the organization. “We 
served two years as the chair for our one-
year term, which means we couldn’t say no,” 
she says. “It is such a powerful organization, 
and I can’t imagine a world without the United 
Way.”

Finally, Karen fi nds that helping others 
succeed has been an equally critical respon-
sibility along her journey. “I’ve been fortu-
nate enough that so many people have sup-
ported me along the way, and it really helped 
me fi gure out what I needed to do to succeed, 
and it’s solidifi ed for me the importance of 
guiding the next generation of leaders,” she 
says. “� ere’s nothing better than hearing ‘I 
got the promotion,’ or ‘I got the new job.’ I 
always reply, ‘I’m so happy to have been able 
to help, but now it’s your turn to go out and 
help someone else.’”

On top of it all, Karen fi nds the time to 
raise her two children, ages 17 and 20. “� ere 
is no such thing as balance,” she says. “It all 
intertwines, and as long as you can be okay 
with life intertwining, it’s really great.” She 

also likes to unwind by traveling with her 
family and regular girls’ nights with like-
minded Philadelphia women.

At only 48-years-old, Karen’s end-
less roster of achievements and contribu-
tions to the region make one thing clear – we 
can only expect more from her in the years 
to come. And if her track record is any indi-
cation, she’ll have no trouble continuing her 
climb to success, and maintaining her com-
mitment to the responsibility that comes 
with it. “I hope that as I continue to evolve, I 
can continue to contribute to this communi-
ty where I really love raising my family and 
working, and help it be even better than it is 
today,” she says.
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Seated (left to right) Maribeth Hoffman,  Susan Campbell, Eileen Adelsburger, Melissa Weiler Gerber, Randi 
Sirkin, Mary K. Dougherty, Terry D’Alessandro.

Standing (left to right) Meryl Levitz, Amanda Hartung, Kristin Mullen, Wendy Smith-Born, Jennifer Shockley, 
JoAnn Mitchell, Charisse Lillie, Marian Conicella, Ashley Patterson, Judith von Seldeneck, Mary Stengel-
Austen, Melanie Johnson.

Not pictured: April Carty-Sipp, Linda Claitt-Wayman, Jane Golden, Joan Gubernick, Betsy Ostroff, Isabelle 
Scarchilli, Molly Shepard and Ahmeenah Young.
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Karen Dougherty Buchholz with Hon. Edward Rendell (Pennsylvania Governor
(2003-2011); Philadelphia Mayor (1992-2000) 

Karen Dougherty Buchholz volunteering at Bartram’s Garden alongside her
daughter, Julia, at Comcast Cares Day


